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Bonnie Howard , 27, was trying to find her way back to education when she heard about GRADcafé through the
Center for Workforce and Community Development (CWCD) at Lee College. As a native Baytownian, Howard
attended Sterling High School and then Goose Creek Memorial High School, where she graduated in 2010. "I made
the awful mistake of moving out at 18 years old," said Howard, "but fortunately through that experience, I was
able to complete the Dental Assisting Program offered by the CWCD."

After obtaining her Dental Assistant certificate, Howard decided to explore more opportunities in the healthcare
field and reached out to GRADcafe for further career guidance. Howard met with GRADcafe Advisor Ms. Veronica
Lawrence, who assisted her in enrolling in the Health Career Pathways Partnership Grant (HPOG Grant)-a
scholarship that helps pay for tuition and supplies for select healthcare training programs. In addition, Howard was
able to receive free funding to assist with payment for the EKG Program pre-requisite vaccines. "There is no other
feeling like having someone believe in you,” Howard said about Lawrence. “She helped me navigate my way back
to education, and now I have the motivation to keep my goals set for the future.”
GRADcafe offers FREE services to help you decide on a career path, apply to college, and find the financial aid you need.
Whether you want to attend college to get a degree or work on a certificate in a professional trade, we are here to guide you
through every step of the way. All services are free of charge and are available in Spanish. The services are provided via group
forums (workshops, presentations, tours, etc.) and one-on-one, walk-in basis and include: Career Exploration & Planning,
College Application Assistance, College & Career Workshops, College Exploration & Workshops, Essay Writing Assistance,
FAFSA/TASFA Assistance, One-on-One Advising, Resume Building, SAT & ACT Preparation, Short & Long-term Goal Setting,
FREE Wi-Fi & Coffee, and more!
Visit GRADcafé in-person at 909 Decker Dr., Baytown, TX, 77520, call 281.425.6804, or email us at info@gradcafe.org.
HOURS: Mon.: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Tue.-Thu.: 11 a.m.-7 p.m., & Fri.: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
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